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Editorial

This marks the last editorial I will write for the Journal as I was
released from this assignment in October. I assumed the editorship
for about four years even though I only promised Clyde Parker that
I would do it for two. You know how it is: It is hard to look in
people's faces who request your help and say no. But I finally did
say no, but I promised to stay with it until this issue of the Journal
was out. Authors and members may wonder why this issue has
been so long in coming. The Association put the Journal on hold
for six months in order to put out the new membership directory.
The budget did not provide for both to be done at the same time.
But here it is. I apologize to authors who have been waiting for
quite a long time.
Many of the articles in this issue are write-ups of presentations
made at our conventions. The articles by Allred, Bergin, De
Hoyas, and Sorensen were part of a symposium put together and
chaired by Burton Kelly in the Spring 1990 convention. Each
address the theme of "Integrating the Gospel into Professional
Practice." The Koltko article is an expansion of his presentation at
the Fall 1989 convention. The Maughan, Nielsen, and Shaw
articles have not been presented to an AMCAP audience before this
Issue.
I have enjoyed being the editor of the Journal It has brought
me into more intimate contact with many of you, and I have
relished the intellectual and spiritual stimulation of your thoughtful
pieces. I have always had the sense that I was involved in some-
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thing very fine and that we were being of service to many people.
I have been impressed with the appeal our Journal has to
people-both within and without our profession. My secretary, for
example, who has typed many of the manuscripts, never failed to
comment on how impressed she was with the articles: she frequently mentioned how much she learned from this task. My colleagues
in elementary education have also been excited by what they have
seen in the Journal
I have endeavored to upgrade the professionalism of the Journal
during my stay. I would like to thank the associate editors and
many other reviewers who have helped with the issues. I would also
like to thank Andrew Ehat who has been our technical editor.
Andrew is an unusual combination of Gospel scholar and technical
whiz kid. We have continued a rather rigorous review process and
the Journal is now a bona fide refereed journal, and more
influential than a regional journal, with an acceptance rate of about
40 percent. We distribute over 600 copies, and we have over 50
international addresses. The Journal is now in several university
libraries. We would also like to thank the members who take the
time to prepare manuscripts and share their thoughts with us. We
have a great new editor in Scott Richards, and I am sure you will
be happy with what he produces for the organization.
We welcome manuscripts at any time. As always, we also
welcome your comments.
Paul F. Cook, Editor

